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ferences. They consider that these conferences were
deliberately "sabotaged" by the principal capitalist
governments, particularly by France.
Some obscure town on either the Polish or Rumanian
border will be the Sarajevo of the next war in Eastern
Europe, but it is France that will be directly charged
with responsibility for such a wan It is against France
that the Soviets are most bitter. "France,'' says a
Bolshevist broadcast, "is the most implacable foe of
the Soviet Union." The French general staff is charged
with formulating the war policies of Poland and Ru-
mania ; French banks are charged with financing their
armies.
France was the largest Russian creditor under the
old regime and was the heaviest loser as the result of
the Bolshevist upheaval. Russian industry, railroads,
mines and metal factories were, to a large extent,
owned by French capitalists. Russian banks were under
French control. But there are other complications be-
tween Moscow and Paris. The Soviets, indirectly, are
in conflict with French influence in the Far East. French
bankers financed the Chinese end of the Chinese East-
ern Railroad, which is jointly owned by Russia and
China, and the final disposition of which is a matter of
grave complication.
The attempt of the late Aristide Briand to organize
a "United States of Europe" was looked upon in Mos-
cow as nothing more than a means to isolate the Soviet
Republic from the rest of Europe. Precisely the same